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THE DATE CF TOBINA Y. 35 (CHIAPAS, MEXICO) 

Peter MATHEWS * 

Les dates du nonument F.35 de Tonina (Chiapas, Mexique) 

Las fechas del monumento F.35 de Tonina (Chiapas, Mexico) 

The fragmentary scul: cure F,35 of Tonina consists of 

the feet of a standing dignitary surmounted on a base (Figure 1). 

The front edge of the base e inccribed vith a single row of 6 

hiereglyphs, 4-F. 

Clyrh A of the irscription is falirly clearly 6 Etz*nab. 

Ye could reasonab' -: expect to find a cosfíiicieont and month sign 

to accompany 17: 5Etz'nab, to form a Calendar Round date. Á month 

sign is indeed present: a typical Yaxkin ciyph occurs at D. However 

no bar and/or Got or head variant form of a numeral is present 

between "6 Btz'nab" and "Yaexkirn', Rather, thero are two glyphs, 

B and C:z the first is a verb, comonly interpreted as "was completed", 

or "completion” (ci. horpoon 1250:184-186), vhile the second 

glyphs io a "hi" ("successor, change") compound (Thompson 1950: 

161-162). Although there ere poscible readings apart from hel for 

3 7573, the general meanings of "change, suecessor” is, 1 think, ac- 

cepted by most Hayan epigraphers. 

The third sign of the glyph at € is 787, te, vhich 

commoniy occurs as a prefiz to month cicns; 1t is universally 

accepted in such contezts as a numnorical classifier (Thompson 

1950:54-56). This streccivhienc ta hypothesis that the Yaxkin 

elyph at D does indeed function there as a month. 

Ve can thus interpret the first four glyphs of the 

text of F.35 as follovs; 

"6 Eta nar, was comoletod itgó change, Yexkin”. 
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The "change" occurs in the following way. The last day 

of the preceding month, Xul, is the same as the "seating" of 

Yaxkin: this succession of months, presumably, is what is 

referred to by the hel glyph, the "change". Therefore the 

completion of the change could be expected to be the following 

days 1 Yaxkin. In the normal form of the Classic Maya calendar, 

a month coefficient of 1 is in keeping with the day Etz'nab. 

This is consistent with the interpretation of these glyphs of 

Tonina F.35 as "6 Etz'nab, completion of the change of Yaxkin", 

or more simply, "6 Etz,nab 1 Yaxkin". 

There are various Long Count possibilities for this 

  

date: 

a) 9.8.3.16,18 6 Etz'nab 1 Yaxkin 
b) 9.10.16.11.19 o" Z'nab 4 tTaxkin. 

c) 9.13,9.6,18 6 Etz'nab 1 Yaxkin. 

d) 9.16,2.1.18 6 Etz'nab 1 Yaxkin. 

e) 9.18,14.14.18 6 Etz.nab 1 Yaxkin. 

f) 10.1.7.9.18 6 Etz'nab 1 Yaxkin. 

However, these possibilities can be reduced. It is 

likely that glyphs E and F of F.35 are the same as glyphs Al-A2 

of Tonina M,27 (Figure 2). Since glypb B2 of.M.27 is almost 

certainly the name glyph of Tonina Ruler 3 in my dynastlic se- 

quence of the síte (see Figure 3 for other examples of Ruler 3's 

name glyph), presumably M.27, and by extension F.35, date to 

Ruler 3's reiím. From other monuments of Ruler 3, we know that 

he was born on 9.11.0.3.13 7 Ben 1 Pax and acceded to thethrone 

of Tonina on 9.12.16.3.12 5 Eb 20 Xui/0 Yaxkin. It is most likely 

that the date of F,35 4s 9.13.9.6.18 6 Etz'nab 1 Yaxkin - which 

ís 1 day after the 13 Haab anniversary of Ruler 3's accessilor, 

Captions for Figures: 

Figure l. Tonina F.35 (drawing by lan Graham).
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Figure 2. Tonina M.27 (drawing by lan Graham). 

Figure 3. Examples of Toniína Ruler 3's name Clyph 

(drawings by Peter Mathews). 
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